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Hamas Penetration into the PA Ministry of
Education and its Growing Influence over

Palestinian Youth

Abstract

Documents captured in the Palestinian Preventive Security
compound in Gaza discuss the penetration of the Hamas
movement into the PA Ministry of Education, and the
growing influence of Hamas on Palestinian youth by Ha1pas
activists teaching in PA educational institutions. The documents
demonstrate that the Preventive Security is aware of the fact that
this phenomenon has “begun to constitute a real threat to the
political vision of the PA and to PA interests, presence and

influence”. Despite this, the Preventive Security apparatus in
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Gaza under the instructions of its commander, Rashid Abu
Shabak, prefers to continue and preserve the policy of selectively
hiring Hamas activists as teachers and opposes their sweeping
removal from the educational system. This is an additional
expression of the PA’s policy, which is reluctant to impose its
authority on the Hamas even in cases where Hamas activities
clearly undermine the PA’s essential interests, its status and
authority. At the same time it indicates the depth of the
Preventive Security’s involvement in every aspect of life in the

(Gaza Strip.
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Highlights of the Documents

1. Documents were found in the compound of the Palestinian Preventive
Security, which concerned the employment of teachers identified with

the Hamas by the Palestinian Ministry of Education.

2.  The up to date documents (November 2002) outline the assessment of
senior Preventive Security officials in the Gaza Strip that “the Hamas
movement has penetrated into the Ministry of Education” and thus
gained “influence on the students”. According to the head of the
Political Security Department in (Gaza, this means that “the Hamas
movement has begun to constitute a real threat to the PA’s political
vision, its interests, presence, and influence. The influence of the
Hamas movement through its teachers in the schools is absolutely

clear”.

3. In light of the gravity of the phenomenon, the head of the Political
Security Department recommended (12 November) to “reconsider”
providing security clearance to anyone seeking a teaching job who is
affiliated with the Hamas, and remove Hamas members from the
Ministry of Education, Concretely, the head of the Political Security
Department recommended to reject the application of a Hamas activist
from Jabaliya who applied for a teaching position in the Ministry,of

Education.

4, Majed Abu Smallah, the assistant head of the Preventive Security for
activity issues, also referred to both the principle issue as well as to the
concrete issue of the application of three candidates for teaching jobs. He
noted his agreement with the view that the Hamas movement has

managed to infiltrate into the PA Ministry of Education and gain
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influence over the students, However, he is of the opinion that the three
candidates identified with the Hamas should not be rejected and they
should receive teaching jobs (one of them is the same applicant who
was rejected by the head of the Political Security Department). Majed
Abu Smallah believes that bolstering the role of Fatah among the
teachers and students, and monitoring teachers involved in incitement or
who play up their activities in the framework of Hamas, should suffice,

and if necessary deterring measures should be taken against them.

F.a04-6819

A handwritten note was attached to this dorrespondencé between senior
Preventive Security officials, signed by Rashid Abu Shabak, the head of
the Preventive Security in Gaza (7 November 2002), expressing his
position, which in our assessment reflects the existing PA policy
regarding this issue. Rashid Abu Shabak in fact rejects the firm approach
espoused by the head of the Political Security Department and determines
that “it would not be right if we completely refused (apparently to
employ Hamas teachers) and it would be wrong to permit (their
employment) and then prefer others instead”. According to him a
“balance” should be maintained in which context each case should be
evaluated on its own merits and things should be left “as they were in
the past”. (In other words, teachers from the Hamas should be
selectively accepted after a concrete check of each candidate and there
should not be a sweeping policy of rejecting Hamas activists or

dismissing them from Ministry of Education teaching jobs).
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This principle debate illustrates that the PA, through its security
apparatuses, is well aware of the severe long-term implications
embodied in the penetration of Hamas into the Palestinian education
system. This system, with its teachers and text books, is educating new
generations of Palestinian children and youth to hate Israel and the
Jewish people, insisting on the “right of return”, which de facto means an
end to the existence of the State of Israel as a Jewish state, and to solve
the conflict through violence and terror. The PA and the security
apparatuses are also aware of the fact that from the internal Palestinian
perspective, deepening the Hamas influence in the “national” educational
system (while cultivating an alternative educational system) is
seriously affecting the status and vital interests of the PA. Despite this,
the PA and its apparatuses are reluctant to contend with this problem
effectively and prefer to stick to the policy of maintaining “industrial
calm”. They would rather preserve the existing situation, whereby
Hamas activists continue to teach in the framework of the Palestinian
educational system and continue to selectively give teaching positions to
Hamas activists after they undergo the scrutiny of the PA preventive

security.

The correspondence on this subject, and additional captured documents,
indicate the depth of the Preventive Security’s involvement in everyday

life in the Gaza Strip.

F.aus- 819
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Appendix A - Translation of Captured Document

The Palestinian National Authority
The Preventive Security

Gaza Strip

To: The brother Abu Jihad (apparently Majed Abu Smallah, Assistant

Head of the Preventive Security for Activity Issues in the Gaza Strip).

It will be wrong for us to totally prevent (the employment of teachers
from the Hamas) and it will be wrong to permit (their employment) and
then start dismissing those who commit a violation. We have no choice
but to try and reach a balanced posture, meaning that there should be
a limit to what we forbid and a limit to what we allow. Therefore we
should examine each case on its merits. It is impossible to determine
fixed standards and therefore matters will remain as they were in the

past with a certain measure of supervision.

Signature

(Rashid Abu Shabak, Head of the Preventive Security in the Gaza Strip,
identified by his signature)

7/11(2002)
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Appendix A — Copy of Original Document
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Appendix B — Translation of Captured Document

The Palestinian National Security
The Preventive Security

Gaza (Strip) Districts

To: The Head of the Preventive Security (in the Gaza Strip, Rashid Abu

Shabak), may Allah protect him,
Greetings of the homeland,

Attached herewith are three reports concerning persons belonging to the

Hamas movement and are interested in becoming teachers in the

Ministry of Education:

1. Khaled Muhammad Al Shaf’i Al Jamal — a Hamas propaganda
activist.

2.  Amar Moussa Mahmud Siam — works for the Hamas functions
apparatus. Was previously arrested by the Military Intelligence.

3. ‘Muhammad Isa Mahmud Salah - belongs to the Hamas.

Participates in processions and rallies.

I agree with the assessment of the department (apparently the
Political Security Department of the Preventive Security) which states
that the Hamas has infiltrated into the Ministry of Education, and I
also agree that thus it gained influence over the students. The
department’s position is that the solution (to the situation) is to
remove all the Hamas activists and supporters from the Ministry of

Education. I do not agree with this view and I do not think we ought
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to reject (the acceptance of) the above mentioned persons. The
easiest solution for us as a security apparatus and as an authority is to
dismiss all of them and not put up with them. However this cannot be
the right solution. I think that diminishing the role of Hamas and its
influence in the educational institutions requires first the strengthening
of the roles of the Fatah movement and of the Fatah youth

organization among the students, teachers and Ministry of Education

staff. Secondly, and most importantly, we should carry out close
security surveillance of a number of cases involved in inciting
rebellion or who play up their movement activity in the schools,
colleges, and seminaries. In addition, some deterring measures must be
taken against all those who incite in the framework of the education

systeimn.

Your instructions would be appreciated,

Signature

(Majed Abu Smallah)

Assistant Head (of the Preventive Security in Gaza) for Activity Tssues.
13/11 (2002)

(A stamp at the top of the page)
Personnel Section — internal mail
Reference; /2/49667d

Date: 16/11


































